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Hebrews 3 Questions 

1. To what is “therefore” referring in 3:1? 
 

2. How does the author describe the recipients, his “brothers”? 
 

3. Because of {your reason from the first question}, these brothers should do what in 3:1? 
 

4. Describe Jesus, according to 3:1-2. 
 

5. Other types of words to look for when you read are words of comparison, such as as or like. 
Note the comparison in 3:2. 
 

6. There is another comparison in verse 3, comparing how someone has more glory and honor 
than someone (or something) else. Note this comparison. 
 

7. Who builds all things? 
 

8. How was Moses faithful? What did he do? 
 

9. Contrast Moses’ faithfulness (note the word but!) with Christ’s faithfulness. 
 

10. Note that there are two names that refer to the Son of God in 3:1-6; what are they? 
 

11. According to 6b what are “we?” 
 

12. What is the requirement for being God’s house? 
 

13. What does “hope” mean here? How is the word used in Hebrews? (Hope can be used in a 
“wishful thinking” sort of way as a verb; i.e., “I hope it doesn’t rain for our picnic.” Hope here is a 
noun, one of 2 things that are to be held fast.) 
 

14. Remember that last week we said that the hook phrase at the end of chapter 2, “merciful and 
faithful high priest,” clues us in on the theme of the next section. Which part of that hook 
phrase was highlighted in these verses (i.e., what was the key word in verses 1-6?)? 
 

15. Another way to help you understand (and make sure you understand) a section of verses is to 
paraphrase—or restate in your own words—what the author is saying. To be completely honest, 
I don’t often like to do this, because I usually like the way the original author states what he says 
with the words he uses. But with this section (vv 1-6), I do think it would helpful to summarize 
for yourself what the author is trying to communicate with all his comparisons. 
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16. In response to consideration of a faithful Jesus (“therefore” in v 7), who speaks? What is the 
source for this quotation? 
 

17. In 3:7, we have another warning based on the fact that the recipients “hear his voice.” Look 
back at the warning in 2:1; what was it that they were to pay much closer attention to? 
 

18. What should those who hear his voice not do? 
 

19. To whom are those who harden their hearts compared? 
 

20. What was God’s response to those who previously hardened their hearts to God’s words? 
 

21. What do you think the “rest” was that Israel could not enter? 
 

22. In 3:12 what warning did the author give his recipients? 
 

23. In order to prevent their falling away from God in unbelief, what did he tell them to do? 
 

24. Why should they do this, according to 3:14? 
 

25. One can be described as sharing in Christ if what is true of him? 
 

26. The author again quotes part of the quotation he quoted earlier in the chapter, then asks what 
questions? What answers does give for his own questions? 
 

27. What conclusion did he come to about these people in 3:19? 
 

28. Here are some more interpretive questions: Why was it so significant that those who left Egypt 
did not receive what had been promised to them because of their unbelief? In God’s leading 
Israel out of Egypt, what was he doing for them? What did he promise when he led them out? 
What were the conditions he gave them? (You may have to skim through Exodus-Numbers  ). 
 

As you probably know, chapter and verse divisions were not part of the original text. So, although 
we will study chapter 4 next week, I recommend at least reading through 4:13, as those verses 
continue the author’s warnings on striving to enter God’s rest. 
 
Questions and suggestions for deeper study: 
 

 The author was writing to Jewish Christians who were likely very knowledgeable of their Old 
Testaments. Pay close attention to cross references to OT texts, as I think you will much 
better understand what the author is communicating.  
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 I found it very helpful to go to the Psalm that was quoted. Reading that in context and then 
going to the passage that the Psalm references (Exodus 17) is essential I think to 
understanding the passage. If you really want a feel for what the author is getting at, I think 
it would be even helpful to read through–or at least skim–the passages that talk about 
God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt and through the Red Sea. Really look at Ex 15-17. 
 

 Note that twice the author says (in 2 different parts of the chapter) that “we” share in 
something/someone. What/who is it? 

 
 Note also (again in 2 different parts of the chapter) that “we _______” if “we hold 

_________.” What are we? We are described such if we do what? 
 
 In one sentence describe the spiritual status the Israelites that the author describes.  
 
 I know I asked this earlier, but make sure you understand what the “rest” was that Israel 

failed to enter (cf. Deut 12:9-10). Rest is going to be a theme in the continuation of the 
author’s thoughts in the first part of chapter 4.  

 
 Note the actions of hearing and seeing that are described or encouraged. Note the different 

responses given or encouraged to what is seen/heard.  


