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Joshua: Week 3
The Promised Land Distributed & Covenant Renewed: Joshua 13-24
Day 1
1. Read Joshua 13-15.
2. Chapter 13 begins by God telling Joshua that he was old (perhaps around 85, if he is
about the age of his fellow spy, Caleb; cf. 14:10) and that there was still lots of land to
possess. God lists the land still to be possessed and promises to do what in 13:6? What
was Joshua’s responsibility?

3. The rest of chapter 13 recounts Moses’ giving land east of the Jordan to 2 ½ tribes—
Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh. A few historical details are given, including King
Sihon’s defeat by Moses as well as the death of Balaam, Israel’s enemy whom we find
out here also practiced divination. Levi, however, is mentioned as having no inheritance.
What was their inheritance? (vv 14, 33; cf. Num 18:21-32)

4. Verse 13 points out Israel’s failure to do what (see also the failure in 15:63 with
Jerbus/Jerusalem)? What are the implications of this failure? (cf. Deut 20:16; Judges 12ff)
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5. Chapter 14 introduces the land distribution to the west of the Jordan, which Eleazar the
priest, Joshua, and the heads of the houses of the tribes gave out by lot according to the
Lord’s command. The text explains why 9 ½ tribes get this land: 2 ½ had already
received theirs in the East, and the Levites received no land inheritance (just cities with
pasturelands). The reason there were still 12 tribes receiving inheritances was that Joseph
had been divided into 2—Manasseh and Ephraim.
6. Josh 14:6-15 points to Caleb as an example of claiming the land God had promised
through faith. Caleb—now 85—reminded Joshua that they had been the only 2 spies of
Moses in Canaan who had not feared the Canaanites. While the others made Israel’s
hearts melt with fear, what description is given of Caleb (three times)?

7. For his obedience, Moses had promised him land. The land he received was Hebron, the
land of the Anakim. These Anakim were the sons of Anak, the very same people who
caused the other 10 spies to give a bad report of the land and terrify Israel with their great
strength and height (cf. Num 13:21-33). According to Josh 14:12, Caleb’s faith enabled
him to plan on what?

8. Chapter 15 describes the allotment of land given to Judah. The first 12 verses describe the
borders of Judah’s land, bordered on the east by the Dead Sea and the west by the
Mediterrancan Sea. Its southern border reached down toward the Wadi of Egypt and its
northern border neighbored Benjamin’s southern border, near Jebus (Jerusalem). Again,
Caleb is inserted into the story, illustrating what faith in God’s promise of land results in.
According to verse 14, what did he do?

9. Although the listing of cities is somewhat boring to modern-day readers unfamiliar with
the land itself, what does this detailed list of cities that Judah claimed tell us about God
and his promises?
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Day 2
1. Read Joshua 16-19.
2. Chapters 16-17 describe Joseph’s allotment. The tribe of Joseph received one lot, and its
land was divided between Ephraim and Manasseh. 16:5-10 describe Ephraim’s allotment;
what is noted about the Canaanites living in Gezer?

3. Chapter 17 describes Manasseh’s allotment. Manasseh’s son Machir received land, along
with the descendents of Machir’s son, Gilead. Machir’s great-grandson Zelophehad, son
of Hepher, had only 5 daughters. They approached Eleazer, Joshua, and the leaders to
remind them of what? What was the result?

4. Joseph’s tribe complained that they received only one portion, though they were blessed
(probably referring to Jacob’s giving Joseph a double portion by blessing both Ephraim
and Manasseh; cf. Gen 48). Joshua told them that they—with their large numbers then—
could easily clear ground in the forest to have more land. Joseph still complained that it
wasn’t enough and that the Canaanites have iron chariots. Again, Joshua (somewhat
patronizingly it seems) reminded them of their large numbers and said they could still
clear the forests and drive out the Canaanites though they were strong. How does the tribe
of Joseph’s lack of faith and motivation here contrast with that of Caleb’s in 14:6-15?
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5. Chapter 18 describes that the people then moved to Shiloh where the land was subdued,
set up the tabernacle, and the rest of the land was divided among the remaining tribes.
What did Joshua question in verses 2-3? What did he then command?

6. 18:11 begins the description of the land allotments of the remaining tribes by describing
Benjamin’s borders. What do these detailed descriptions of the borders reveal to readers
both then and today?

7. Chapter 19 begins by describing Simeon’s allotment. The people of Simeon received land
in the midst of Judah’s inheritance. This is in keeping with Jacob’s deathbed words,
saying that Simeon would be scattered in Israel due to his anger, likely his actions re:
Dinah (cf. Gen 49:7; Gen 34). The chapter continues by describing the allotments of
Zebulun (10-16), Issachar (17-23), Asher (24-31), Naphtali (32-39), and Dan (40-48).
8. The chapter concludes by describing Joshua’s inheritance, the city of Timnath-serah in
the hill country of Ephraim. The story of the allotments began with the inheritance of
Caleb, one of the 2 faithful spies in Canaan, and ends with the inheritance of Joshua, the
other faithful spy. Verse 51 concludes by restating (sounding very formal) that Eleazar
the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the tribes did what?
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Day 3
1. Read Joshua 20-22.
2. Chapter 20 records the cities that were to be set aside as cities of refuge. Now that the
land had been divided, the matter of justice in that land and a place of refuge is
appropriate. What was the purpose of the cities of refuge? Summarize what happened
when one fled to a city of refuge.

3. Several times throughout Joshua, the Levites are said to have received no inheritance,
because their inheritance was to serve the Lord. Here in chapter 21, what did the Levites
remind Joshua, Eleazer, and the elders concerning what Moses had promised them?

4. The Levites were given 48 cities with pastureland scattered throughout all the tribes to
live in (not possess), including all 6 of the cities of refuge. Joshua 21:43-45 (one of the
key passages to understanding the purpose of the book of Joshua) concludes these
chapters regarding land distribution with what reflection regarding the Lord and his
promises?
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5. In chapter 22, Joshua sends the “Transjordanian” tribes, Reuben, Gad, and half of
Manasseh, back home to finally live in their inheritance east of the Jordan. He told them
that they had kept their word and obeyed God/Moses/Joshua in staying to help the rest of
the tribes possess the land west of the Jordan. Now that there was rest, they could go
home with all the spoils they had gained. As these tribes prepared to live further away
from the rest of Israel, what admonition did Joshua give them in verse 5?

6. The rest of the chapter tells how the unity of Israel was quickly put to the test. After these
2 ½ tribes returned to their homes, what did they do, and how did the rest of Israel react
to this in verse 12?

7. The 10 tribes sent 10 chiefs, along with Phinehas, son of Eleazer (the zealous priest who
had killed the sinners at Peor with a spear; cf. Num 25:7) to confront the eastern tribes.
What were their concerns with this altar?

8. The eastern tribes very strongly objected to the accusation, using the name of the Mighty
God as their witness that they were just as concerned as the rest of Israel that they
properly worship God alone in the right way. What was the purpose of the altar, which
they named Witness?
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Day 4
1. Read Joshua 23.
2. The reminder of God’s promises/fulfillments and exhortations in the first half of chapter
one, along with the same in these last two chapters of Joshua form fitting “bookends” that
highlight the purpose and theme of the book. The focus in chapter 23 is a repeated call to
obedience to the covenant. When did Joshua speak this exhortation to the people,
according to verses 1-2?

3. What had they seen God do for them (vv 3-4)? What would God still do for them (v 5)?

4. What should be Israel’s response to God’s fulfilled and future promises (vv 6-8)?

5. Again, in verses 9-10 God’s miraculous fighting for Israel is recounted, and verse 11
again exhorts Israel to be very careful to love the Lord. What warning do verses 12-13
give if Israel clings to the Canaanites instead of the Lord?
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6. Before Joshua’s death what could he and all of Israel know about God with the entirety of
their being (v 14)?

7. Again, this sections ends with a warning. Just as surely as God would keep his promises
for good for Israel when they were obedient to the covenant out of love for God, what
could they also be assured of if they broke the covenant?
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Day 5
1. Read Joshua 24.
2. Chapter 24 recounts Joshua gathering all of Israel, with its leaders, to present themselves
before God at Shechem and formally renew/reaffirm the covenant between God and
Israel. Through Joshua, the Lord spoke to Israel, recalling their history as a nation.
Note/mark in your text all of the instances of God’s actions for Israel in verses 1-13 (e.g.,
“I took…”; “I gave…”; etc.) If nothing else this passage points to the fact that Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, etc. were all minor characters in each of these stories; God is the
main character in each one.
3. Interestingly (and highlighting God’s grace and mercy), how is Abraham and his family
described before God took Abraham from beyond the river?

4. God continues to recall how he orchestrated the lives of Isaac, Jacob and his descendents,
and Moses. He tells succinctly of his wonders in Egypt and deliverance of the people. He
tells of his bringing them to the land, destroying the inhabitants of the land, and
delivering the people. He concludes by describing the land he gave them. How does he
describe the land the people now inhabited in verse 13?
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5. Because God had done all this, Joshua calls on the people to respond how? What were
they to choose, as exampled by Joshua’s own declaration?

6.

How did the people respond to Joshua’s call to covenant obedience?

7. Joshua then reminded the people of the seriousness of their commitment to serve the
Lord. What characteristics of God did Joshua point out, with a reminder that God will
punish them if they turn from him?

Holly Huffstutler

davidhuffstutler.com

Joshua Bible Study: Week 3

11
8. The people still insisted that they would serve the Lord, and Joshua said that they were
witnesses against themselves. Their promise to obedience would be held against them if
they failed. Again, they agreed, and Joshua told them to put away any foreign God’s
among them, and the people promised to obey and serve the Lord. Joshua formalized the
covenant by writing these words down and setting up a stone near the tabernacle as a
visible witness to their covenant promises. How is verse 28 a fitting conclusion to this
section, again subtly highlighting the theme of the book?

9. Three burials conclude the book. Joshua, the leader of the conquest, died and was buried
in his inheritance. Joseph, who believed Israel would one day live in the promised land,
was buried on the (one!) piece of land that Jacob owned in that land. And Eleazar, the codistributor of the land, was buried in his inheritance. What encouraging note do we see
about Israel in verse 31? How do these burials in the land of promise point to God’s
faithfulness to his promises?
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